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C-FBD

PROJECT 
VALUE: £51,000

Project Particulars
• The project was completed for 

Cambridge City Council 

• The works were completed April 2016

• Cut back bank and install gabion and 
rock roll detail

CAMBRIDGE’S FIRST PUBLIC DRAIN
Land & Water was contracted by Cambridge City 
Council to provide erosion protection to two 90 
degree bends on a man-made drain. 

The drain, which runs through a large sewage treatment 
plant, also required support for local habitat, specifically 
kingfishers which nest in the vicinity. 

 

Project Delivery
• The first bend required three gabion baskets, each 0.5m 

high, set on top of each other and stepped back with gabion 
mattresses and level with the bed

• Two kingfisher nesting boxes were installed in the profile to 
help with habitat creation

• The baskets supporting the nesting boxes were pulled 
forward to give a sheer face of 1m with the aperture in the 
centre to prevent small predators such as rats getting into 
the boxes

• A clear Perspex sheet 1m x 1m was placed around the 
aperture to stop predators climbing the baskets

• The second bend, which runs parallel to the railway 
boundary, required the installation of an alternative 
(in this case timber planks) rock roll detail

• The rock roll was used to profile the bend, realigning the 
channel back to the centre and away from the railway 
boundary

The project was completed on time and budget.


