
Innovation. Inspiration. Results.

The Land & Water Group are award-winning inland waterway and coastal project specialists 
based in the UK. Throughout their 37-year history, they have become synonymous with 
finding creative and effective solutions to complex challenges in the specialist environment 
where land and water meet. Often working in difficult or unpredictable landscapes, their work 
is always completed with attention to the local surroundings, people and environment.

Contact us on 0844 225 1958

Find us on the internet at  

www.land-water.co.uk
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PROJECT 
VALUE: £580,000

Project Particulars
• The project was completed for Guildford 

Borough Council

• The works were completed May – August 
2016

• Riverbank restoration and towpath installation

• Two 7 ton long reach excavators employed

• Two tugs, two 5 ton mini diggers, four hoppers 
and one floating pontoon were also required

GUILDFORD TOWPATH AND RIVERBANK RESTORATION 2016

Guildford Borough Council chose Land & Water’s 
floating solution to make good the eroding 
riverbank on this stretch of the River Wey in 
Surrey.  The plan to work from the water instead 
of the bank resulted in cost and environmental 
savings.

Land & Water proposed a plan to stabilise the riverbank and 
install a new towpath with the use of both land and water 
based machinery.  Land & Water enhanced the revetment with 
mature indigenous plants grown in their nursery. 

Project Delivery
• The works took place along a 1.2km stretch of water

• The restoration required a 3m minimum towpath, with a 
1.2m surfaced path within

• Two 7 ton long reach excavators were required to complete 
the task

• Revetment installation consisted of three lines of posts, wired 
with gabion mesh and back filled with gabion stone

• The new towpath was made up of type 1 MOT with a 
limestone dust top

Guildford Borough Council was keen that the facility was 
closed to the public for as little time as possible. Therefore 
Land & Water collaborated at all stages of the design and 
build to keep all stakeholders involved to ensure seamless 
execution. The towpath was re-opened on time for local 
walkers and cyclists to use and enjoy.


